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General Lottery Rules 

�x The PPS resident lottery is open to students who live within the district boundary.  Students who live in 
other districts must wait until the inter-district transfer application opens each spring, unless they have 
already received an inter-district transfer for the next school year. 
 

�x Lottery applicants may select up to three choices.  If there are more applicants than slots in any category, 
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�x Language groupings: Dual Language Immersion programs are most successful when students have diverse 

language backgrounds.  Applicants are grouped by the language they have been speaking and listening to at 
home with their parent or guardian since birth.  Neighborhood-only programs:  James John, Scott and 
Sitton Spanish Immersion programs are open only to students who live within the school attendance 
boundaries.  There are no lottery slots for students who live outside the school attendance boundaries.   
 

�x Neighborhood grouping:  For programs that are co-located with neighborhood schools, students who live 
in the school attendance boundaries are a separate lottery group. 

 
�x Regional preference:  Following Resolution 4383, there are four K-12 Spanish Immersion regions in PPS.  

Kindergarten applicants who do not qualify for a neighborhood grouping are selected in the  lottery above 
applicants who live in other regions.  For example, a kindergarten applicant who lives in the Stephenson 
neighborhood, in SW Portland, will run through the Ainsworth Spanish Immersion lottery before a student 
who lives in the Sabin neighborhood in NE Portland.  See Page 5 for regional groupings. 

 
�x Dr. Martin Luther King Jr Chinese Immersion Program:  The groupings for this program include slots for 

http://www.pps.net/schoolchoice


Jefferson Middle 

College H.S.

ACCESS Academy 

Gr 2-8

Income Eligibility preference applied before Co-

Enrolled Sibling preference

Metro Learning 

Center K-12

Income Eligibility preference applied before Co-

Enrolled Sibling preference

Ainsworth E.S. 

Spanish Immersion 

See Program Progression Pattern for regional 

groupings

Atkinson E.S. Spanish 
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